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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to Amendment filed on 3/17/2006. The 
Amendment has been entered. 
Claims 1-29 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 

1. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Regarding independent claims 1, 12, 21 and 29, the specification as 
original filed does not describe the limitation of "first network comprise the first 
and second nodes, the mesh node is in a network other than the first network, 
and the network other than the first network is a second network". See response 
to argument for more details. 

Claims 2-1 1 , 13-20, 22-29 respectively depends from base claims 1,12, 
21 and 29, thus they are subject to the same rejections. 
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Similar remarks apply to the amended dependent claims 5-8, 17-19, 25, 
and 26,with regard to first and second networks. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-29 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Examiner noted in the previous office action that Applicants did not show 
support in the specification with regard to the first node, second node and mesh 
node. In response. Applicants amended the claims (1, 5-8, 12, 17-19, 21, 25, 26 
and 29) and argued: "the amendments to claim 1 provide additional clarity with 
respect to "what is meant by a mesh node in accordance with the specification. " 
Applicant also notes that the mesh network configuration shown in Fig, 3 and the 
corresponding discussion in the specification (page 15, line 22 to page 16, line 
22) provide support for the amendments to the claims". Emphasis added. 

The passage relied upon, specification pages 15, line 22 to page 16, line 
22) recites: 

Referring to Fig. 3, a block diagram illustrates an architecture in 
accordance with an embodiment. As shown, Fig. 3 shows a mesh network 
configuration 300 including routing structures 310, 320, 330, 340 and 350. 
Each of the routing structures include either ring or similar topologies of 
network nodes, such as node 360 and node 362. More specifically, each 
routing structure, as shown in structure 310 includes a working ring 390 and 
a protection ring 392. The working ring 390 transmits working channel data 
and the protection ring 392 transmits protect channel data such as the 



Application/Control Number: 09/676,743 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2616 

protection channel access data. Protection ring 392 further transmits working 
data where predetermined criteria are met. For example, an APS switch 
could be one of the criteria used to determine whether to implement 
restoration of protect chaimel data. The routing structures are further 
connected through interfaces 380 through 385, which could be nodes or 
multiplexers or some other type of routing structure. For example, routing 
structures include wavelength routers, digital cross-connects, optical cross- 
connects, IP routers, and asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) switches. Each 
routing structure contributes to forming a mesh network of routing 
structures. 

Fig. 3 further shows route 370 as a path for PC A between node 360 
and node 362. More specifically, route 370 transmits SONET packets 
between node 360 and node 362 via the PC A network including ring 320, 
ring 330 and ring 340, routing interfaces 383 and 385. During a network 
failure, if a SONET ring switch occurs, such as an APS switch, the 
protection channel traffic is dropped on those facilities by the SONET 
architecture. More particularly, a network failure includes occurrences such 
as a fiber cut, multiple equipment failures, "chopped" channel 
characteristics, degradation of service, noisy channel and the like resulting in 
a determination by the network that a failure occurred. A failure typically 
results in a loss of signal (LOS) message across the network and typically 
causes automatic switching to occur. A network failure includes at least one 
of a section level, a line level or a path level failure of equipment. However, 
as other failures related to quality of service (QOS) also affect transmission 
lines and are generally related to bit error rates. 
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Applicants' argument did not show exactly where in the cited passage the 
newly claimed "first network" and "second network". The passage relied indicates 
a "mesh network configuration 300 including routing structures 310, 320, 

330, 340 and 350...". The mesh network configuration 300 is so far 

regarded as one network, and the claimed first network and second network 

are not clearly pointed out. Applicant is kindly requested to point out to the first 

network and second network, and specify how the first node and the second 
node belong to the first network, while the mesh node belong to the second 
network, the second network other than the first network. 

Examiner made an unsuccessful attempt on 05/18/2006 to contact the 
attorney of records in order to resolve this remaining issue of 1 12 1®^ rejections. 
Examiner believes that if "newly subject matter" is resolved in a manner that 
overcomes the teaching of Swinkels, the claims would be in a better condition for 
allowance. 

Conclusion 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL- Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
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period, tlien the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to AHMED ELALLAM whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 272-3097. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, To Doris can be reached on (571 ) 272-7629. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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